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OBSAI Specifications Being Deployed by WiMax Businesses Worldwide

Companies involved in the development of WiMax base station hardware already enjoying the benefits of OBSAI’s open specifications

The Open Base Station Architecture Initiative, (OBSAI), today announced that businesses across the globe are already building base stations using OBSAI’s WiMax specifications. In May 2005 OBSAI completed work on the integration of WiMax technology into its Base band – RF interface specifications and has, more recently, updated all of its other specifications to incorporate the requirements of WiMAX.  Together, these specifications constitute OBSAI’s comprehensive range of open internal interfaces for base station architectures, covering the areas of Transport, Control, Base band and Radio.
WiMax companies using the OBSAI specifications have noted a number of major benefits.  SR Telecom, a leading provider of broadband wireless access technology, incorporated the specification into its new class of symmetry WiMAX base stations.  Chad Pralle, Vice President of Marketing at SR Telecom said, “We are always looking to offer our customers the highest-quality products possible.  Open specifications help us to do this by allowing us to buy from a wider range of suppliers, driving down costs and reducing the R&D resources required in-house to develop radio technology”.  

SR Telecom is one of the pioneers in fixed wireless access technologies having been established 25 years ago.  “This was the first time we used OBSAI”, said Pralle, “and we found their specification to be an excellent fit for us.  As we look to further WiMAX implementation we will continue to use OBSAI for all new products.”

picoChip, a leading provider of multi-core DSP devices for wireless base stations, has found similar benefits from using the open specifications.  “OBSAI will have a huge impact on the industry”, said Rupert Baines, vice president of marketing at picoChip.  “The open specifications will allow component manufacturers to specialise in specific areas, which in turn will bring about a greater degree of competition, driving prices down.”

OBSAI designed its specifications to be as flexible as possible in order to react to new technologies.  The practical implementation of the specifications has demonstrated the extent of this flexibility.  Baines continued, “picoChip is using the RP3-01 specification in its reference design for WiMAX base stations.  As a reference-design company providing customers with the option of a standard interface is important.  OBSAI allows manufacturers to specialize and encourages innovation as they can spend more of their research and development budgets in a focused way.  This is becoming especially important in multi-antenna systems such as MIMO and AAS.”

Ends 

About OBSAI:

The Open Base Station Architecture Initiative (obsai) is a forum of over 130 telecommunications companies - spanning, module, component and base station vendor activity.  Together they have created both open internal interface specifications for base station architecture and module specifications covering the areas of Transport, Control, Baseband and Radio.  For a list of OBSAI members and further information go to: www.obsai.org
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